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RF News 
If you missed ARRL Field Day 
out at the Highland Road Park 
Observatory, you missed a 
good time.  Instead of telling 
you about it, here’s some 
photos that tell the story 
much better.  Special thanks 

to Dana Browne, AD5VC for his tireless work every year to make 
Field Day so much fun, as always! 
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Club Meeting 
 

The next club meeting 
will be held on July 28 
with a presentation by 
Sahasranshu Purohit, 
N5SPY on his XIEGU   
G-90 GO-BOX BUILD  
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    Frequency Net 

146.79- MHz 
PL tone 107.2 

Region 2 ARES Net  
Sunday 8:00 PM 

146.79- MHz  
PL tone 107.2 

BRARC Public Service Net 
Sunday 8:30 PM 

146.46 MHz 
147.47 MHz 

Baton Rouge Simplex Net 
Monday 7:00 pm 

28.450 MHz USB 
Ten Meter Net 
Monday 7:30 PM 

7.043 MHz CW 
Slow CW Net 
2nd & 3rd Tuesdays 6:30 pm 

442.2+ MHz 
PL tone 107.2 

MissLou Net 
Wednesday 7:00 pm 

146.835- MHz 
PL tone 114.8 

MissLou Net 
Wednesday 8:00 pm 

146.79- MHz  
PL tone 107.2 

Friendship Net 
Thursday 7:00 PM 

444.400+ MHz 
PL tone 107.2 

W5GIX Fusion Repeater 

R
ep

eaters &
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ets 



 
Baton Rouge Amateur Radio Club 

  

July-August 2026 

Pa
ge

10
 

Upcoming Club Events 
 

 July  28    Baton Rouge Amateur Radio Club monthly   
   meeting, Saint George Fire Prevention     
   District (Training Center), 14100 Airline Hwy,  

   Baton Rouge, LA  
 

 August 4   BRARC Board Meeting 
 

 August 5   Ascension Amateur Radio Club 
Prairieville Fire Department Training Center at 14517 LA 
Highway 73 

 
 August 25   BRARC Monthly Meeting: Matt Mapes – KJ5MTE  

   Experiences of a New Ham 
 

 September 2   Ascension Amateur Radio Club 
Prairieville Fire Department Training Center at 14517 LA 
Highway 73 

 

 September 29 BRARC Monthly Meeting: Bill Buck – KJ5IVB   
   Learning tools for CW 

 

 October 27   BRARC Monthly Meeting 
 

 November 17   Auction! Auction! Auction! Auction! Auction! 
 

 December 12   Christmas Luncheon 11:30-2:00pm 
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From the President 
CQ my friends! 

We have some 
exciting things 
coming up over the 
next few months!  
Unfortunately, our 
president isn’t able 
to say a few words 
this month.  While 
I’m preparing the 
newsletter, he’s 
busy taking care of 
business for all of us 
as preparations for 
upcoming tropical 
storm Bertha.  I 
know I feel safe 
knowing that Joe is 
on the job.  Thanks 
for all you do Joe – 
K5ROP. 
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VE Testing and News 
 

A license exam session is scheduled for 
September 5, 2026, 10:00 am – 12 
noon at the East Baton Rouge Main 
Library, 7711 Goodwood Blvd, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70806, in the Technology 
Lab on the 2nd floor (Rooms 2A, 2B, 
Tech Lab). If you want to take an exam 

for a new license or to upgrade an existing license, please PRE-register 
at https://forms.office.com/r/1UqZip37EN 

All exams will be paperless, using a Laptop or Tablet. Bring your fully 
charged Laptop, iPad, or Tablet with an 8-inch or larger screen with a 
browser app installed. Smartphones are not recommended due to their 
small size. If you cannot bring your own Laptop or Tablet, let us know 
ahead of time and we will try to make other arrangements for you. 

If you are taking your first test, you must register with the FCC and get 
your FRN number (FCC Registration Number). This will be used on the 
forms instead of using your Social Security number. You can register for 
the FRN at https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/support/universal-licensing-
system-uls-resources/getting-fcc-registration-number-frn 

To take the test in person, candidates need to bring the following: 
• Photo ID 
• Copy of your current FCC license or CSCE (for those upgrading) 
• $15 cash or check made out to ARRL VEC 
• Laptop computer or Tablet to access the exam content 
• Calculator – Optional. If used, you must demonstrate the memories 
are blank. 
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ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program  

The ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program went into effect on April 
19, 2022. ARRL will cover the one-time $35 application fee for new 
license candidates younger than 18-years old for tests administered 
under the ARRL VEC program. The $35 FCC application fee will be 
reimbursed after the ARRL VEC receives the completed reimbursement 
form and the new license has been issued by the FCC. The 
reimbursement check will be mailed to the fee payer. Also, candidates 
younger than 18-years old would pay a reduced exam session fee of $5 
to the BRARC VE team at the time of the exam. The $5 fee is for all 
candidates under the age of 18 regardless of the exam level taken. Proof 
of under 18 status is required at the session. Visit the ARRL website for 
the program instructions and reimbursement form at 
www.arrl.org/youth-licensing-grant-program. 

Reminder: FCC $35 Amateur Application Fees Effective  

Amateur radio application fees, 
including those associated with Form 
605 application filings, became 
effective April 19, 2022 

The $35 FCC application fee applies to 
new, renewal, rule waiver, and 
modification applications that request a 
new vanity call sign. The fee will be per 
application. 
 
Administrative updates, such as a 
change of name, mailing or email 
address, and modification applications 
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to upgrade an amateur radio licensee’s operator class, will be exempt 
from fees. 

The BRARC Volunteer Examiner (VE) team does not collect the $35 fee 
at exam sessions. The VE team licensing procedures are unchanged. 
New applicants will pay the $15 exam session fee to the BRARC VE 
team as usual and pay the $35 application fee directly to the FCC.  
 
Candidates should go to the FCC Application Fee webpage for the 
detailed instructions and information about the FCC fees. 

Future Exam Dates 

 Saturday, September 5, 10 am 
 Saturday, December 5, 10 am  
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Hands-on Tutoring for HF Radio 
If you want to learn the basics 
of making HF radio contacts, 
this session is for you. We are 
offering personal sessions of 
hands-on learning covering the 
following: 

 Introduction to our 
station equipment 

 Basics of making contacts  
 Logging software basics 
 Using the PSK Reporter website for mapping CW or FT8 digital 

contacts 

You will be instructed by an Extra class amateur radio operator at the 
Highland Road Park Observatory, operating W5GIX.  After you learn 
the basics, you will make radio contacts with other hams around the 
country using our ICOM IC-7300 transceiver.  

Sign up for a personal session on this web page. We’ll focus on one or 
more modes of operation (voice, CW, FT8 digital) according to your 
interests. 

Station Equipment: 

The Baton Rouge Amateur Radio Club maintains a club station at the 
Highland Road Park Observatory. We run an ICOM IC-7300, 100 W 
transceiver, with an antenna tuner, to a tribander Yagi or wire antenna. 
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We suggest that radio operators / members wear their callsign or club 
badges or apparel to help identify themselves to the BREC staff and 
visitors as representatives of our club and the amateur radio 
community. 

Jon Reise, WA9JBR   John Krupsky, WA5MLF 

 

 

 




